
 

 
 

The 16th Sunday After Pentecost 
September 12, 2021 

9:00 am  
 
   

Prelude Solemn Melody Henry Walford Davies

Welcome 

Opening Hymn Before thy throne, O God we kneel Hymn 574 
 

Before thy throne, O God, we kneel: 
give us a conscience quick to feel, 

a ready mind to understand 
the meaning of thy chastening hand; 
whate’er the pain and shame may be, 

bring us, O Father, nearer thee. 
 

Search out our hearts and make us true; 
help us to give to all their due. 

From love of pleasure, lust of gold, 
from sins which make the heart grow cold, 

wean us and train us with thy rod; 
teach us to know our faults, O God. 

 
For sins of heedless word and deed, 

for pride ambitious to succeed, 
for crafty trade and subtle snare 

to catch the simple unaware, 
for lives bereft of purpose high, 
forgive, forgive, O Lord, we cry. 

 
Let the fierce fires which burn and try, 

our inmost spirits purify: 
consume the ill; purge out the shame; 

O God, be with us in the flame; 
a new-born people may we rise, 

more pure, more true, more nobly wise. 

Opening Acclamation  

Clergy Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
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Clergy Holy God, 

Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 

People Have mercy upon us. 

Collect of the Day  

Clergy  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Clergy  Let us pray. 
 
O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all 
things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord God has given me 
the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord God has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

The Lord God helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord God who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 116:1-8 
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

2 The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; 
I came to grief and sorrow. 

3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: 
“O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 

4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; 
our God is full of compassion. 

5 The Lord watches over the innocent; 
I was brought very low, and he helped me. 

6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 
for the Lord has treated you well. 

7 For you have rescued my life from death, 
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 

8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
in the land of the living. 

Sequence Hymn Take up your cross, the Savior said Hymn 675 
  (vs. 1-4) 

Take up your cross, the Savior said, 
if you would my disciple be; 

take up your cross with willing heart, 
and humbly follow after me. 

 
Take up your cross, let not its weight 

fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
his strength shall bear your spirit up, 

and brace your heart, and nerve your arm. 
 

Take up your cross, heed not the shame, 
and let your foolish heart be still; 
the Lord for you accepted death 
upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill. 

 
Take up your cross, then, in his strength, 

and calmly every danger brave: 
it guides you to abundant life 

and leads to victory o’er the grave. 
 

Take up your cross, and follow Christ, 
nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only those who bear the cross 

may hope to wear the glorious crown. 
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Holy Gospel Mark 8:27-38 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?”  And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets.”  He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Messiah.”  And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon The Rev. Dr. Charles N. Stewart, Deacon 

The Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

The Prayers of the People  

Let us pray for the Church and for the world:  In the Diocese of Central New York, we pray for our Bishop, 
the Rt. Rev. Dr. DeDe Duncan-Probe; and the people of Zion Episcopal Church in Pierrepont Manor. We 
also pray for the people of St. John's Episcopal Church in Port Leyden.  In our Companion Diocese of El 
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Salvador we pray for the people of El Salvador as they celebrate Independence Day.  In the Episcopal Church, 
we pray for our Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry; and the people of the Diocese of Nevada 
and their bishop, the Rt. Rev. James Waggoner.  And in the Anglican Communion, we pray for the people of 
the Province of the Anglican Church of Tanzania and their prime bishop, the Most Rev. Dr. Maimbo 
Mndolwa.  Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your work of reconciliation in the world. God of 
love, Hear our prayers for the church. 

God of freedom, we pray for our nation and all the nations of the world: For peace and unity across barriers 
of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would serve the common good. 
Unite the human family in bonds of love.  God of freedom, Hear our prayers for the world. 

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: Stir up in us a thirst for justice that 
protects the earth and all its resources, that we may leave to our children’s children the legacy of abundance 
that you have given us. God of justice, Hear our prayers for the earth. 

God of peace, we pray for this community: For our schools, neighborhoods, and workplaces. Give us courage 
to strive for justice and equality among all people, beginning here at home.  God of peace, Hear our prayers 
for this community. 

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need: For refugees and prisoners; for the sick and suffering, for 
the lonely and those who mourn; and for those we name now _____. Awaken in us compassion as we seek 
and serve Christ in all persons.  God of mercy, Hear our prayers for all who are in need. 

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For those lost to the pandemic; for military personnel and 
public servants who have given their lives in service to our nation; and for those we name now ______. God 
of grace, Hear our prayers for those who have died. 

Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that barriers would crumble and 
divisions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us with all people in bonds of 
love, that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
The Peace 

Clergy The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Announcements 
 
 
Anniversary & Birthday Blessings 

May the strength of God pilot you, May the power of God preserve you, May the wisdom of God 
instruct you, May the hand of God protect you, May the way of God direct you, May the shield of 
God guard you against the snares of evil and the temptations of the world. May the Spirit of God 
bless you in the coming year. Adapted from Patrick, c.389 - c.46 

 
Offertory  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus Indian Folk Melody 
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The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Priest The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Priest Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 

A Proper Preface is said here. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched 
out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
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serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.   

Breaking of the Bread  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 
The Communion 

Music at Communion Elegy Sir Hubert Parry 

The Postcommunion Prayer  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Clergy May the heavens bless you.  
 May sun shine on you. 
 May the rain dance on your upturned face 
 May the stars make you wonder and smile. 
 May the bounty and beauty of the earth bless you, and may you bless the earth in planting and 

protest and sharing food. 
 And may God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 

Closing Hymn The Church’s one foundation Hymn 525 
 

The Church’s one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
she is his new creation 
by water and the word: 

from heaven he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 

 

Elect from every nation, 
yet one o’er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation, 

one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy Name she blesses, 

partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, 

with every grace endued. 
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Though with a scornful wonder 
men see her sore oppressed, 

by schisms rent asunder, 
by heresies distressed; 

yet saints their watch are keeping, 
their cry goes up, ‘How long?’ 
and soon the night of weeping 

shall be the morn of song. 
 

Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war 

she waits the consummation 
of peace for evermore; 

till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blessed, 

and the great Church victorious 
shall be the Church at rest. 

 
Yet she on earth hath union 
with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won. 

O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 

like them, the meek and lowly, 
on high may dwell with thee. 

 
Dismissal 

Clergy Go now. 
 Go and revel in God’s world. 
 Go and be creative. 
 Go and work for justice. 
 Go and love your neighbors. 
 Go and walk with God. 
 Amen. Alleluia. 
All Amen. Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Postlude Festival Finale Malcolm Archer 
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