
 
Morning Prayer on the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2, 2021 
9:00am 

 
 
Officiant     Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People     The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
Officiant     On this day the Lord has acted;  
People     We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter                                                          BCP p. 80 
 
Officiant    Lord, open our lips. 
People       And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
All           Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Officiant    Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:                          BCP p. 81 
People     Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 
Christ our Passover    Pascha Nostrum   said together                          BCP p. 83 
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Psalm 22: 24-30     said together         BCP p. 612 
 
24   My praise is of him in the great assembly;  
 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
25   The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him:  

“May your heart live for ever!” 
26   All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, 
 and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
27   For kingship belongs to the LORD; he rules over the nations. 
28   To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
29    My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; they shall be know as the LORD’s forever. 
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn the saving deeds that he has done. 
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All     Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
          as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

The Lessons 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles Acts 8:26-40                                                 Common English Bible 

26 An angel from the Lord spoke to Philip, “At noon, take the road that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a 
desert road.) 27 So he did. Meanwhile, an Ethiopian man was on his way home from Jerusalem, where he had come 
to worship. He was a eunuch and an official responsible for the entire treasury of Candace. (Candace is the title 
given to the Ethiopian queen.) 28 He was reading the prophet Isaiah while sitting in his carriage. 29 The Spirit told 
Philip, “Approach this carriage and stay with it.” 
30 Running up to the carriage, Philip heard the man reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you really understand 
what you are reading?” 
31 The man replied, “Without someone to guide me, how could I?” Then he invited Philip to climb up and sit with 
him. 32 This was the passage of scripture he was reading: 
    Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent so he didn’t open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was taken away from him. 
      Who can tell the story of his descendants because his life was taken from the earth?  
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, about whom does the prophet say this? Is he talking about himself or 
someone else?” 35 Starting with that passage, Philip proclaimed the good news about Jesus to him. 36 As they went 
down the road, they came to some water. 
The eunuch said, “Look! Water! What would keep me from being baptized?” 38 He ordered that the carriage halt. 
Both Philip and the eunuch went down to the water, where Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Lord’s Spirit suddenly took Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way 
rejoicing. 40 Philip found himself in Azotus. He traveled through that area, preaching the good news in all the cities 
until he reached Caesarea. 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 8    The Song of Moses    Cantemus Domino                        BCP p. 85 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.  
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; the Lord has become my Savior.  
This is my God and I will praise him, the God of my people and I will exalt him.  
The Lord is a mighty warrior; Yahweh is his Name.  
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea;   
    the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.  
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; they sank into the depths like a stone.  
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.  
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods?   
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?  
You stretched forth your right hand; the earth swallowed them up.  
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed;  

with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.  
You will bring them in and plant them on the mount of your possession,  
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.  
The Lord shall reign for ever and for ever. 

All     Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:   
          as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
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A reading from the Gospel according to John 15: 1-8                                        New Revised Standard Version 
 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every 
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I 
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

Deacon   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 21       You are God      Te Deum laudamus                                     BCP p. 95 

You are God: we praise you; You are the Lord; we acclaim you;  
You are the eternal Father: All creation worships you.  
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:  
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
The glorious company of apostles praise you.  
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.  
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.  
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;  
    Father, of majesty unbounded, your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
    and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 

You, Christ, are the king of glory, the eternal Son of the Father.  
When you became man to set us free you did not shun the Virgin's womb.  
You overcame the sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.  
We believe that you will come and be our judge.  
    Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your own blood,  
    and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 

All     Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:   
          as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Reflection 
 
Music for Reflection                                            
 
The Apostles' Creed Officiant and people together.                                                         BCP p.96 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins the  
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers                                                                                                       BCP p.  97
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Leader     The Lord be with you. 
People     And also with you. 
Leader     Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead  
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Intercessory Prayers A 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Prayer of the Day                              
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the 
way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
A Prayer for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad, with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us 
this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
In the Diocese of Central New York, we pray for the people of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Chittenango and their 
priest The Rev. Dr. Leon Mozeliak; and for the people of Christ Episcopal Church, Clayton, and their priest The 
Rev. Lisa Buby.  In our Companion Diocese, we pray for the people of Cristo Rey, Bajo Lempa, Usulután, and their 
priest, The Rev. Antonio López.  In the Episcopal Church, we pray for the people of the Diocese of Kansas and 
their bishop, The Rt. Rev. Cathleen Chittenden Bascom.  And in the Anglican Communion, we pray for the people 
of The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East and their bishop, The Most Revd Michael Augustine 
Owen Lewis.   
 
A Prayer for the mission of the Church                                BCP p. 101 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come 
within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Blessing 
May the strength of God pilot you. May the power of God preserve you. May the wisdom of God instruct 
you. May the hand of God protect you. May the way of God direct you. May the shield of God guard you 
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against the snares of evil and the temptations of the world. May the Spirit of God bless you in the coming 
year.  Adapted from Patrick, c.389 - c.46 
 
The General Thanksgiving                                  BCP p. 101 
 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 
loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 
our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
The Officiant concludes with one of the following 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.             2 Corinthians 13:14  
                                    


