
 
Morning Prayer on the 4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 31, 2021 
9:00am 

 
Welcome 
 
Opening Sentences                BCP p. 76 
 
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.               Isaiah 60: 3 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.         Isaiah 49: 6b 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
Officiant                
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his 
praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for 
our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us with  
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 
 
All 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant   
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter                                                                                                                       BCP p. 80  
 
Officiant    Lord, open our lips. 
People       And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
All           Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Officiant 
The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him.          BCP. p. 81 
    
 
Jubilate Psalm 100              BCP p. 82 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; he himself has made us, and we are his;  
   we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; give thanks to him and call upon his Name. For the  
Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
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Psalm 111                                                    BCP p. 754 
 
1  Hallelujah! 
     I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
2   Great are the deeds of the LORD! they are studied by all who delight in them. 
3   His work is full of majesty and splendor, and his righteousness endures for ever. 
4   He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and full of compassion. 
5   He gives food to those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
6   He has shown his people the power of his works in giving them the lands of the nations. 
7   The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; all his commandments are sure. 
8   They stand fast for ever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
9   He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant for ever; holy and awesome is his Name. 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; those who act accordingly have a good understanding;  
       his praise endures for ever. 
 
At the end of the Psalm is said 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
      as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 
 
First Reading  Deuteronomy 18: 15-20               Common English Bible 

The Lord your God will raise up a prophet like me from your community, from your fellow Israelites. He’s the one 
you must listen to. 16 That’s exactly what you requested from the Lord your God at Horeb, on the day of the 
assembly, when you said, “I can’t listen to the Lord my God’s voice anymore or look at this great fire any longer. I 
don’t want to die!” 
17 The Lord said to me: What they’ve said is right. 18 I’ll raise up a prophet for them from among their fellow 
Israelites—one just like you. I’ll put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 19 I 
myself will hold accountable anyone who doesn’t listen to my words, which that prophet will speak in my 
name.20 However, any prophet who arrogantly speaks a word in my name that I haven’t commanded him to speak, 
or who speaks in the name of other gods—that prophet must die. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Canticle 11  The Third Song of Isaiah Surge, Illuminare            BCP p. 87  
 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise, and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open; by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land, ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation, and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day; by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be our everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Second reading     Mark 1: 21-28                                                                                       Common English Bible  
 
21 Jesus and his followers went into Capernaum. Immediately on the Sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and started 
teaching. 22 The people were amazed by his teaching, for he was teaching them with authority, not like the legal 
experts. 23 Suddenly, there in the synagogue, a person with an evil spirit screamed, 24 “What have you to do with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are. You are the holy one from 
God.”25 “Silence!” Jesus said, speaking harshly to the demon. “Come out of him!” 26 The unclean spirit shook him 
and screamed, then it came out.27 Everyone was shaken and questioned among themselves, “What’s this? A new 
teaching with authority! He even commands unclean spirits and they obey him!”28 Right away the news about him 
spread throughout the entire region of Galilee. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 16   The Song of Zechariah   Benedictus Dominus Deus                                                                 BCP p. 92 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies,  
     from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our father and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way. 
To give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:   
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
 
Reflection              The Rev. Dr. Becky Coerper 
 
The Apostles' Creed     Officiant and people together.                                                                                       BCP p.96 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;   
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins the  
Resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers                  BCP p. 97 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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Intercessory Prayers A                            BCP p. 97 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of 
your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
Enliven the Church for its mission:  In the Diocese of Central New York, we pray for the people of Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Watertown, and their priest The Rev. Molly Payne-Hardin, and the people of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Camillus, and their priest, The Rev. Jon White.  In our Companion Diocese, we pray for the people of Santa María 
Magdalena, Cara Sucia, Ahuachapán, and their priest, The Rev. Mario Nuñez.  In the Episcopal Church, we pray for the 
people of the Diocese of Easton, Maryland, The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray.  And in the Anglican Communion, we pray for 
the people of Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil and their Bishop, The Most Rev. Francisco de Assis da Silva.  May the 
church’s life be marked by prayer and service to those in need. 
 
A Prayer for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad, with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us 
this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A prayer for our nation 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart and especially the hearts of the 
people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our 
divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace. You O God, have bound us together in a common life. 
Help us, in the midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and 
to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A prayer for those in need 
We pray for those in need of healing, and those who work to heal, especially those we now name ________; 
May they know the healing touch of Jesus to be a source of rest, comfort, and restoration. Amen. 
 
A prayer for those who have died 
For those we love but see no longer, especially those we name silently or aloud ________.  
May they live forever with God in Christ. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for the mission of the Church  
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 
who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 
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nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Blessing 
May the strength of God pilot you. May the power of God preserve you. May the wisdom of God instruct 
you. May the hand of God protect you. May the way of God direct you. May the shield of God guard you 
against the snares of evil and the temptations of the world. May the Spirit of God bless you in the coming 
year.  Adapted from Patrick, c.389 - c.46 
 
The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101 

Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 
loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings 
of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
The Officiant concludes with the following 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.           Ephesians 3: 20,21 


